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When School’s Out What
Happens to Homeless Kids?



How many homeless kids did you
see this morning? It sounds like a
strange question, but often, when

I�m taking the subway downtown to
work, I wonder if the boy or girl, teen
or infant I see on the platform or right
next to me on the train is homeless.
Unlike many of their single adult coun-
terparts, they tend not to stand out in a
crowd. They don�t panhandle or bed
down in shop doorways. They don�t
scream at unseen tormentors or bathe
in park fountains.

But since our city is experiencing an
all-time record high in the number of
homeless families sleeping in emergency
shelters each night, there are over
14,000 homeless children in our midst.
Chances are most of us, myself included,
are walking by them in our daily travels
� unaware of the struggles a particular
child faces. They are often exhausted,
because the City will only give their fami-
ly a single night placement � meaning
they must pack up everything they have
each morning and return to the intake
center in the Bronx to reapply for shelter
each morning. They have given up hope,
because the daily chaos of being home-
less has made it impossible to get to

school in several weeks. If they were able
to go to school today, they have no place
to do their homework � their mom is
often too weary to help them with their
reading or math.  

Thanks to landmark litigation by
the Coalition and Legal Aid Society,
New York City residents are entitled to
a placement in an emergency shelter.
So unlike other major cities � Los
Angeles, Miami, Seattle � you won�t see
entire families camping out on our
streets or in parks. But this fundamen-
tal right is under attack.  

In the past several months, our
Crisis Intervention workers have seen a
surge in the number of families who
have been repeatedly denied emergency
shelter. Even our best efforts to assem-
ble the litany of paperwork for the fami-

lies often fail. Here are a few
recent examples of what City
bureaucrats have deemed
insufficient grounds to pro-
vide emergency shelter:

� A letter from a pediatrician
imploring the city not to
send a child with severe
asthma back to a cramped
apartment with grandpar-
ents who both chain
smoke.

� A memo from a school
social worker and physical
therapist, documenting that
a child with severe cerebral
palsy will not be able to con-
tinue his physical therapy
home treatments if he
returns to the one-bedroom
apartment already housing
three adults and two other
children. There is insuffi-
cient space to conduct the
needed physical therapy.

� A letter from the manager of
a City-run Housing
Authority building, stating
the family cannot return to
the sister�s apartment, or the
sister will be evicted.

Sounds grim � and the daily reality
of a homeless child is. But, gladly, the
Coalition is a place of hope. We tackle
these cases daily and make sure not a
single child winds up on our streets.  

I hope you enjoy this issue of
Safety Net � there is so much we can do
to help homeless girls and boys and
your support, both moral and financial,
makes it all possible!

Sincerely,

Mary E. Brosnahan
Executive Director
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A Letter From Mary

...our city is experiencing an all-time record high
in the number of homeless families sleeping in
emergency shelters each night, there are over

14,000 homeless children in our midst.
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Volunteer Spotlight: Ellen Bogart
By Gabe Rodriguez

When Ellen Bogart first approached
Coalition for the Homeless about
volunteering, little did she know

just how much someone with her back-
ground would be needed. Ellen, a gradu-
ate of Bishop McDonnell High School,
Marymount Manhattan College and St.
John�s University, spent a long career
teaching in the New York City public
school system. �This is my third year of
retirement, and I just felt the need to do
something related to literacy,� says Ellen.
�I spent the latter part of my career
working with other teachers to help
improve their teaching skills and wanted
to continue working with adults.�  

After meeting with the Coalition�s
Director of Programs, Pamela Grove, it
was clear that Ellen�s talents were a per-
fect match for First Step, our 14-week
job training program that helps home-
less, formerly homeless, and low
income women gain the skills and confi-
dence they need to reach economic inde-
pendence through training in basic liter-
acy, administrative and computer skills,
job interview techniques, mentoring and
self-esteem building.  Pamela jumped at
the chance to incorporate Ellen into the
program. �The women we work with
present well verbally but sometimes
their other literacy skills
can be lacking,� she
explained. �We have always
worked with our students
to bolster all of their literacy
skills � reading, writing,
organizing one�s thoughts,
and listening well to other
people � and have even
searched for funding for a
literacy position.�
Thankfully for First Step,
Ellen was ready to help.

Since April 2007,
Ellen�s literacy expertise
has been integrated into
each First Step class. Beginning with a
survey to assess each woman�s needs

and goals, students partici-
pate in interactive activities
such as reading aloud, cre-
ative writing, journal writing,
and reading and discussing
articles from The New York
Times. First Steppers have
also chosen different novels
to read at home and discuss
in class, including Lois
Lowry�s Number the Stars and
The Giver, which they have
enjoyed tremendously. Both
Ellen and program staff have
been encouraged by initial
feedback and have tailored
and adapted classes to meet
the needs of participants. The
women have shared that the
literacy activities help remind
them of the importance of
reading and writing skills,
rediscover the joy of reading

and even encourage them to do more
reading with their own children. 

Ellen�s work has been so successful
that she has now been incorporated into
the First Step curriculum for twice as
much time � two-and-a-half hours per
week. The expanded time will allow her
to teach specific lessons requested by
participants, such as business letter writ-
ing, vocabulary building and grammar.
�I didn�t know what to expect, but I have
found that First Step participants really
want to learn and improve their literacy
skills. They get the importance of read-
ing, writing, listening and speaking as
part of their overall education in the pro-
gram, and I�m glad to be able to help.�
With Ellen�s help, First Step participants
are becoming even more prepared to
enter the workforce and find stability for
themselves and their families.  

Coalition for the Homeless deeply appreciates
the support of volunteers like Ellen. For more
information about ways you can get involved,
please visit our web site at:
www.coalitionforthehomeless.org.

“I didn’t know what to expect, but I
have found that First Step partici-

pants really want to learn and
improve their literacy skills. ...and

I’m glad to be able to help.”

Ellen Bogart (top) develops her curriculum based on
the specific needs and goals of her students.
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By Richard Gelber and Joshua Klinski

While homelessness is devastating
for all who experience it, children
feel the effects most profoundly.

Within a year of becoming homeless, 41
percent of children attend two different
schools, while 28 percent attend three
or more schools.  Many fall behind aca-
demically and must repeat a grade, and
nearly half of all homeless kids suffer
from anxiety, depression or social with-
drawal. Sadly, today there are more
homeless families with children living
in our city�s emergency shelters than
ever before.

Coalition for the Homeless
meets these challenges head on
through its Continuum of Care
for Children, a series of direct
services and youth development
programs for homeless and
desperately poor children. The
keystone of this campaign is
the Bound for Success after
school program, a service which pro-
vides these children with educational
and emotional support in shelters
throughout the year. From September
to June, after every school day, our staff
gives homeless children the tools neces-
sary to excel in both academic and
everyday life settings. Through exten-
sive tutoring and homework help, cre-
ative writing exercises, computer skills
training, and social and cultural out-
ings, Bound for Success seeks to fill the
educational and social deficits caused
by the chaos of homelessness.

Bound for Success also introduces

homeless boys and girls to specialized
subject matter. Because many homeless
children suffer from poor diet and lack
of access to quality foods, a nutritionist
visits the Bound for Success program
twice a week to instruct the children on
healthy eating and lifestyle habits.
�Healthy food doesn�t always taste so

good, but I have to eat it so I can grow
up big and strong,� said eleven-year-old
Jonathan during a presentation on the
food groups this past spring. Twelve-
year-old Christopher told his fellow
classmates to, �Stay away from fried
foods and be sure to exercise every day!
And try a salad instead of french fries!�

The Coalition understands the
importance of remaining a consistent,
year-round presence in the lives of
Jonathan, Christopher, and all the chil-
dren in the Bound for Success after
school program.  That�s why when the
school year comes to a close the
Coalition opens the Bound for Success
summer day camp. 

"Most parents are overwhelmed,
working full days and searching for
housing opportunities in their spare
time," says Angie Caraballo, Director of

When School’s Out,
The last day of school. Is there a more joyous event in a young child’s life? Even the most mature adult remembers the sweet sound of that final bell, its
ring ending the interminable days of classroom lessons and ushering in an era of freedom simply known as “summer vacation.” Unfortunately, for the
14,000 boys and girls who live in New York City homeless shelters, that bell has a sadder tone. School is the primary source of stability for these children
and often provides the only structure in their lives. Seeing the same teacher every day, having a set lunch time, and regularly interacting with other kids
makes the trauma of being without a home more manageable. But when the school year ends, what happens to these homeless children?

What Happens to Homeless Kids?

BOUND FOR SUCCESS 
seeks to fill the educa-
tional and social deficits
caused by the chaos of
homelessness.










